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Ogden City Arts Grants 2026-2027
Guidelines

Overview

The OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS program, funded through an annual appropriation from the
General fund by City Council, makes direct grants to individuals and organizations that
contribute to the cultural life of our community. OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS support projects
in every art form, for both well-established institutions, emerging artists, and arts projects that
directly benefit Ogden residents.

Grants are made in two areas: GENERAL SUPPORT GRANTS and PROJECT SUPPORT
GRANTS. You must apply in only one category. General Support and Project Support Grants
will not be awarded to the same recipient. However, an individual may apply for a personal and
independent Project Support Grant, outside of the scope of their institutional arts organization.

Grants are made available on a yearly basis, and new applications must be submitted each
year. OGDEN CITY support should not be considered the primary source of funding for any arts
organization or project; grant applicants are expected to seek other funding sources. A
minimum of one-to-one matching grant funds is required for any application. The OGDEN CITY
ARTS GRANTS PROGRAM is competitive. An award for the current year does not guarantee an
award for the following year. Grant awards are made at the sole discretion of Ogden City.

Please carefully read these guidelines and the Terms and Conditions on the last page of the
application before signing. Should a grant be awarded, these terms become part of the legally
binding contract between the applicant and Ogden City Corp.

Major changes in scope, budget, or schedule must be submitted via the grant portal and
approved.



Legal Compliance

Ogden City complies with all applicable state and federal laws. In accordance with Utah House Bill
261 (2024), codified at Utah Code § 53B-27-201 and 67-27-105 et seq., the city is expressly
prohibited from requesting any application information related to “personal identity
characteristics” as defined by the statute. The statutes also prevent the City from making any
funding decisions based on “personal identity characteristics.” Therefore, grant application
responses focused on personal identity characteristics may result in denial of grant funding.

Under Utah House Bill 261 (2024), the term "personal identity characteristics” is defined in Section 53B-
1-118 (1)(b) of the Utah Code. This section specifies that personal identity characteristics include: an
individual's race, color, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, or gender identity.


https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53B/Chapter1/53B-1-S118.html?v=C53B-1-S118_2024070120240501
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53B/Chapter1/53B-1-S118.html?v=C53B-1-S118_2024070120240501

GENERAL SUPPORT GRANTS

GENERAL SUPPORT GRANTS offer general, non-project support to Ogden City's established
arts organizations which have developed a broad range of programming and have contributed
extensively to the cultural life of the city. General Support grants are made available to assist
arts organizations with general operating expenses and the continuation or expansion of arts
programming for the people of Ogden.

General Support Grant Eligibility

In order to be eligible fora GENERAL SUPPORT GRANT, the applicant must:

e Be a nonprofit, 501(c)3 tax-exempt arts organization, whose primary purpose is arts
programming, support, or services.

e Bebased in Ogden City and benefit Ogden residents.

e GENERAL SUPPORT GRANTS must be funded on a (1:1) matching basis. Matching
funds may be anticipated at the time of the application, but must be verified and
reported in the Final Report. In-kind services and goods may be used as a portion of the
matching funds.

e Applicants for GENERAL SUPPORT must include in their application the organization’s
total estimated current fiscal year budget, showing revenue and expenditures
anticipated. We want to see what portion of your program is being funded by an Ogden
Arts Grant.

e Applicants for GENERAL SUPPORT are limited to requests of no more than 15% of their
preceding year’s operating budget.

e Applicants are encouraged to attend the Grant Workshop training session.

PROJECT SUPPORT GRANTS

PROJECT SUPPORT GRANTS are available to individuals, businesses/organizations, and
nonprofit organizations for specific arts projects and programs that have been determined to
be of value to the community. Exhibits, concerts, performances, festivals, shows, workshops,
and readings are among projects eligible for funding.

Project Support Grant Eligibility

In order to be eligible for a PROJECT SUPPORT GRANT, the applicant must:

e Request support only for arts projects, or projects that incorporate arts into their

activities.
e Projects must be based in Ogden City and support Ogden residents. Publication
projects must be distributed throughout Ogden City.



PROJECT SUPPORT GRANTS must be funded on at least a (1:1) matching basis.
Matching funds may be anticipated at the time of the application, but must be received
and obligated by the end date of the grant as indicated in the application. In-kind
services and goods may be used as a portion of the matching funds.

Applicants for PROJECT SUPPORT GRANTS are limited to requests for no more

than 50% of their project budget.

Applicants are encouraged to attend the Grant Workshop training session.

Funding Limitations

OGDEN CITY ARTS cannot fund:
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Projects that do not demonstrate a broad base of funding from sources other than ACE.
Projects completed prior to application date.

Projects that take place outside the jurisdiction of Ogden city.

Projects that occur outside of the City's Fiscal Year. (July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027)
Projects that do not reasonably fit within the parameters of Art or Arts Programming.
Public art projects that do not have the necessary City approvals at the time of
application.

Fundraising events such as a concert or festival geared towards collecting

proceeds for an organization.

Programs or projects that engage in or contain political advertising, lobbying,
campaigning, or editorials.

Programs or projects that are not appropriate for the general public, including
content that contains or promotes hate speech, or sexually explicit content that
does not have literary or artistic merit.

Per State Law, grant funds may not be used for prohibited discriminatory practices as
defined in Utah Code 53B-1-118.

Review Criteria

The following criteria are considered during the review and approval process for all grant
categories:
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Quality of the mission and objectives for the organization or project.

The applicant’s history and ability to administer and implement the programs or project.
The artistic quality of programs, services or projects offered.

Community involvement and collaboration efforts. Demonstration of professional
community relations and support for artists and the arts community.

Description of any associated participation costs.

Ability to form and execute an effective marketing plan.


https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53B/Chapter1/53B-1-S118.html?v=C53B-1-S118_2024070120240501

7. Methods used to ensure artistic and programming excellence.

8. Ability to identify and use assessment tools to evaluate the programs or project.

9. Organizational or Project match to the goals and objectives outlined in the Ogden City
Master Plan for Arts and Culture.

10. A realistic budget and projected income that reflects cash and in-kind match from a
broad range of sources.

11. Application shows a balanced budget.

12. Determination to present professional quality arts experiences as evidenced by paid
performers, fair honoraria to artists, staff, etc.

13. Number of people served through the programs or project.

14. Number of contributing artists or creators are participating in programs or project.

15. Programs and services that consider community access.

16. Demonstration of an overall benefit to the residents of Ogden.
17. Completeness and clarity of application.
18. Neutrality toward political candidates and issues.

Tax Exemption

As verification of tax exemption, General Support and Project Support organizational
applicants must upload a copy of their Internal Revenue Service letter granting 501(c)(3)
federal tax-exempt status during the application process. Fiscally sponsored organizations
should upload the IRS tax-exempt letter of their fiscal sponsor.

NOTE: PROJECT SUPPORT applications for individuals and organizations who do not hold non-
profit status do not require an IRS 501(c)(3) federal tax-exempt letter.

Matching Funds

Both OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS categories described in these guidelines have a matching
fund requirement. During evaluation of all applications, the grants review panel looks for a
balance in the amounts and sources of funds. Because OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS funds
are limited, applicants are required to seek additional sources of support, including
contributions from individuals, businesses, and corporations, earned income, and grants from
other government agencies. A balance of revenue sources demonstrates thoughtful fiscal
planning, as well as broad community support.

In-kind contributions are allowable as a portion of the required match and considered as
evidence of commitment to the applicant or project by others. Both cash and in-kind support
are recommended.

Photo Release

In applying and uploading program/project images to your application or final report, the


http://ogdencity.com/1001/Arts-Master-Plan
http://ogdencity.com/1001/Arts-Master-Plan

applicant grants Ogden City the right of possession of the provided image(s) / photo(s). As
well as permission to make unlimited printed or developed photographs, for personal or
commercial use. Furthermore, the applicant approves the use of these images on Ogden
City’s webpage and social media pages.

On-Site Review

All grantees will be required to submit to Ogden City the dates, times, and locations of their
project or events. In addition, if requested, grantees must provide two free admission tickets
for on-site evaluations of program activity. Ogden City staff, the Arts Grants Sub Committee,
and Ogden City Arts Advisory Committee (OCAAC) will make every effort to attend and
evaluate the programs or projects. This is not an adjudication or critique, just a report on
promised deliverables for OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS funding.

Final Report

All grant recipients will be required to submit a Final Report form to Ogden City within thirty
(30) days of project/season completion and/or no later than June 15, 2027. This form, which
will be available via the application portal upon award of grant funding, includes similar
narrative questions that are seen in the application. Additionally, the applicant will be
responsible for building assessment tools that are appropriate for the project. Keep these
questions and assessment tools in mind during your process and use them to report on your
final product/program.

Final reports not received by the June 15, 2027 deadline will receive a 50% reduction in the
applicant’s funding recommendation during the next grant cycle. Should a grantee be
delinquent in their final reporting for two consecutive years, the applicant will not be
recommended for funding.

Project Extensions/Change in Scope

In the event that a project scope change or project extension is necessary, grantees must
make the necessary request in writing by March 15, 2027. Emails should be sent to
arts@ogdencity.gov.

Payment to Grantees

Be prepared to front the costs. An awardee is responsible for any payments for
artists/creatives or laborers.

In the case that a project grant is partially funded, the applicant will be required to update their
grant application’s budget and proposal (as appropriate if proposal parameters are changed
due to the partial grant award) to match the new funding amount. This will be completed
within the online grant portal.


mailto:arts@ogdencity.gov.

General Support grants will be awarded in full after the grants are officially approved by Ogden
City Council and the necessary grant award agreement paperwork has been completed.

Project grant funds will be awarded in two payments with 50% of funding released after the
grants are officially approved by Ogden City Council and the necessary grant award
agreement paperwork has been completed. The payment of the remaining 50% will be made
to grantees upon completion of the project/season and approval of the grantee’s Final Report
to ACE.

In case of non-compliance with the conditions of the grant, Ogden City reserves the right to
refuse payment of the grant.

Public Hearing

In compliance with Utah State Code 10-2-8, a public hearing must be conducted prior to
awarding grant funds to selected applicants. Therefore, applicants recommended for funding
may be requested to attend a public hearing that will be held in conjunction with an Ogden City
Council meeting. A notice of the hearing's date and time will be sent to all perspective
grantees when it is scheduled. While not mandatory, participation in this is strongly
encouraged and bodes well for future applications.

Following City Council’s approval of grant award recommendations, grantees are required to
send thank you letters to Ogden City's Mayor and appropriate City Council members relevant
to your program/project. Please save copies of this correspondence; they are required
uploads during the final reporting process.

Insurance
Ogden City strongly encourages all applicants to independently pursue some form of insurance

coverage, both for project participants and for audience members, as good business practice.
Proof of insurance is not required to receive grant funds.

Acknowledgement and Documentation

The Ogden City logo (provided digitally in the grantee award packet) must be included on all
printed and digital materials in relation to the grant project/programming. If your project occurs
within the boundaries of the Nine Rails Creative District (24-26™ Streets from Grant Ave. to
Madison Ave.), the Nine Rails Logo must also be included on all printed and digital materials
that pertain to the grant project/programming.

It is good practice to document your programming/project with high quality photos. A
minimum of five, high quality photos of your event or programming will be required uploads to

your Final Report. Not doing this will result in negative marks for future applications. Ogden
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City or OCAAC may request a reprint of all posters or documents at your expense.

Grant Workshops

All applicants, regardless of previous OGDEN CITY ARTS GRANTS funding, are encouraged to
attend one Grant Workshop. This workshop will support perspective applicants in navigating
Ogden City Arts’ online grant application process.

Grant writing workshops will be held Wednesday, November 12, 2025.

Z0OOM MEETING LINKS: *Hint- Copy the meeting details into your calendar

12pm Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83053616683?pwd=s96gDbykFi6 XAwPfkBIhL EHwL gaixA.1

Meeting ID: 830 5361 6683
Passcode: 435164

One tap mobile
+17193594580,83053616683# US
+12532050468,83053616683# US

6pm Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82578533363?pwd=aQ4lYuZFDndyKQKHPKIRMCUuBLo7pZ.1

Meeting ID: 825 7853 3363

Passcode: 194367

One tap mobile
+12532158782,82578533363# US (Tacoma)
+13462487799,82578533363# US (Houston)


https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83053616683/invitations?signature=y4LGwFWR-bN-_sPngoXZuUaCniV3hXTt2lCySXEsjrg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83053616683?pwd=s96qDbykFi6XAwPfkB9hLEHwLqaixA.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82578533363?pwd=aQ4IYuZFDndyKQKHPkIRmCUuBLo7pZ.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82578533363?pwd=aQ4IYuZFDndyKQKHPkIRmCUuBLo7pZ.1

How to Apply

Applications must be completed and submitted online through Ogden City’s Grant Portal. In
anticipation of the portal opening, please see the application questions located on the Arts
Grants webpage for your advanced preparation.

Helpful Hints

e Upon submitting your application, download a completed copy of your application
within the portal to save for your records.

e When creating your Survey Monkey Apply account, be certain to retain your
username and password. If you are awarded funds, this portal will be used to submit
final reports and more.

e Only completed applications submitted via Ogden City’s online application portal
will be accepted and reviewed. Applications and budget information in other
formats will NOT be accepted. Applications determined incomplete will be ruled
ineligible for funding.

Application Deadline
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 at 4pm MT

Late applications will not be considered.

Questions?

All applicants are invited and encouraged to contact the Arts Administrator with questions.

Lorie Buckley | Arts Administrator
Ogden City Arts

2501 Wall Avenue | Ogden, UT 84401
Email | arts@ogdencity.gov



https://ogdencity.smapply.io/prog/ogden_city_arts_grants_2026-2027/
https://www.ogdencity.gov/784/Art-Grants
https://www.ogdencity.gov/784/Art-Grants
mailto:arts@ogdencity.gov

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

My organization is fiscally sponsored. Can I still apply?

Yes, fiscally sponsored organizations are eligible for Ogden City Arts Grants. If the applicant
organization is not separately incorporated and uses the nonprofit status of another
organization as its “umbrella,” a statement must be submitted with your application
identifying the organization from which nonprofit eligibility is derived. This is done in the
“Uploads” section of the grant application.

Fiscally sponsored organizations must also upload the IRS Tax Exemption Letter of their fiscal
sponsor during the “Uploads” section of the grant application.

Can you provide an example of programs/projects Ogden City Arts Grants has funded in the
past?

Yes. To view a list of current grantees, please see here. Past grantees for the 2024-2025 cycle
are found here; 2023-2024 grantees are found here.

What is in-kind and how do we account for it?

In-kind contributions include any non-cash support your organization receives. Panelists want
to know what kind of non-monetary support you receive. Volunteer time should be included in
in-kind services and should be accounted for at a rate that is consistent with your accounting.
This could be minimum wage or a nationally accepted rate (rounded to $35.00/hr). Volunteers
providing professional services (such as lawyers and accountants performing legal and
accounting services) can be counted at the professional’s going rate. Materials and supplies
such as waived rent and utilities should be included as in-kind goods. Estimate the value your
organization would pay at full price.

What if our fiscal year is different from Ogden'’s fiscal year?

That is acceptable. You need to plan to spend any grant money that you receive from Ogden
City within the city’s fiscal year, which runs July 1- June 30.

What constitutes public art and what City permissions need to be obtained before an application
involving public art can be submitted?

Public art is art located on publicly accessible City owned property, such as sidewalks, public
parks, park strips, etc. This art, either ephemeral or permanent, may vary in form, size, and scale.
It may include murals, installations, sculptures, mosaics, and more.

While the City permissions needed for a project involving public art may vary, the City's Legal and
Risk teams, as well as City Engineering, will need to sign off the project before it may be
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https://ogdencity.gov/3213/Current-Grantees-2025-2026
https://www.ogdencity.gov/2954/Current-Grantees
https://www.ogdencity.gov/2565/Recent-Grantees-2023-2024

considered for an Ogden City Arts Grant. The applicant is responsible for acquiring all necessary
approvals in advance of the application deadline. Documentation of these approvals (e.g. an
email) is required as an upload in the application process.

If you have questions regarding your project or the necessary City approvals required, please
contact the Ogden City Arts staff well in advance of the application deadline.

What is applicant cash?

Applicant cash refers to the money that comes from the organization's general operating
budget or reserves. This can be funds contributed by an individual for a project.

What if our income and expenses in the budget section do not match?

Projected budgets should be balanced, while actuals probably will not. Projected budgets
balance because you are providing a picture of what you think you will spend and where that
funding will come from. Your actual budget will be shown in your final report.

Who evaluates the grants applications?

Applications are first reviewed by the Art Grants Subcommittee. This group is composed of at
least 5 voting members from Ogden City Arts Advisory Committee, the Ogden City Community
Engagement Administrator, a member of City Council or their designee, and the Director of
Community and Economic Development or the director's designee. Recommendations for
funding are submitted to the full Arts Advisory Committee and then to City Council for final
approval.

How are applications reviewed?

Arts Grants applications are reviewed by the Ogden City Arts Advisory Committee’s Arts
Grants Sub Committee. The Committee meets several times to discuss the applications and
to formulate recommendations for City Council. In addition to the funding criteria listed in the
guidelines, the decisions are also based on the amount of funds available, and the number of
grant applications deemed appropriate for funding. If questions arise, the Arts Administrator
will contact the applicant for clarification or additional information.

When are grant awards announced?

Ogden City Arts will notify grant applicants about the public hearing date for final City Council
approval of the Ogden City Arts Grants recommendations. The hearing date will be determined
by the Ogden City Council.

Applicants are encouraged to attend the public hearing for input to the City Council and City
Administration. However, attendance is not mandatory. Official awardee notification takes

place after City Council approval.
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How should | handle the matching funds requirement if | am an individual artist and am
applying for a Project Support Grant?

Cash match for a Project Support Grant may be generated by sponsorships from other
sources, personal funds, ticket sales, etc. We understand that it may be more difficult to find
matching funds when the applicant is not a nonprofit corporation. At the same time, OGDEN
CITY ARTS would like to see evidence of community support for the project and matching
funds are one indication of that support. The subcommittee will consider a portion of a match
to be in-kind, but not all of your matching funds can be in-kind support.

Does submitting additional materials with my application improve my chances of getting a
grant?

Yes. Letters of support, or documentation and images related to your project will help the

review panelists better understand your project or programs. You are limited to three additions
(3 images or documents in PDF Format only) to your application.
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