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Community & Economic Development

Purpose

○ Contribute to the responsible and sustainable growth of Ogden City 
by elevating the quality of life in all neighborhoods through the 
facilitation of a wide range of housing, employment, and wealth 
creation opportunities.

○ Enhance prosperity by creating opportunity

○ We are Placemakers



Economic Development

The intentional practice of improving a community’s 

economic well-being and quality of life. 

○ Includes a broad range of activities to attract, create, and retain jobs, 
and to foster a resilient, pro-growth tax base and inclusive economy. 

○ The practice of economic development comprises of a collaborative 
effort involving industry, government and myriad community 
stakeholders.

International Economic Development Council (IEDC)



Our Vision

Ogden City Economic Development’s vision is to enhance 

community prosperity and quality of life by: 

○ Retaining and attracting businesses that create high-quality, 
high-wage jobs and are committed to investing in our community

○ Working with community partners to develop an ecosystem that helps 
innovative entrepreneurs and businesses grow

○ Supporting businesses that represent a broad industry mix and reflect 
our diverse community – which also increases economic resilience

○ Providing a quality of place that attracts businesses/talent (Make Ogden)



Our Strategic Areas

Our Economic 

Development Division 

focuses our efforts on 

four key strategic 

areas



Our Strategic Areas

• Ensure that existing businesses 

can succeed and grow



Our Strategic Areas

• Assist new businesses to 

successfully launch



Our Strategic Areas

• Attract new businesses to locate in 

Ogden



Our Strategic Areas
REDEVELOPMENT 
AND PLACEMAKING

Economic developers are frequently engaged in major real 

estate development projects. Development projects are 

integrated with the economic development plan for the 

community. - IEDC

• Develop high-quality places that 

retain and attract businesses and 

people

• Building on cultural and 

natural assets

• Cultivating a unique 

quality of place 

downtown and in 

neighborhoods

• Supporting development 

of commercial and 

residential real estate 

that attracts industry 

and workforce



Our Strategic Areas

We also work to enhance the 

foundational elements that 

support our strategic areas:

1. Workforce development/attraction

2. Ease of doing business/development 

3. Community capitalization 

4. Marketing and promotion

5. Innovation/entrepreneurial ecosystem



How We’re Doing – JOBS

56,863

61,385

2019 Q3 2022 Q3

OGDEN EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH

Source: JobsEQ



How We’re Doing – WAGES

Source: JobsEQ

$43,301
$52,361

2019 Q3 2022 Q3

OGDEN WAGES GROWTH

Average annual 

wages per worker.



How We’re Doing – INCOME

$46,807
$58,824

2018 2021

OGDEN MEDIAN 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Inflation adjusted 

dollars
Source: American 

Community Survey



How We’re Doing – POVERTY

19.6%
14.3%

2018 2021

OGDEN INDIVIDUALS         
IN POVERTY

Source: American 

Community Survey



A Generational Opportunity

Growth of 

GBSD & 

Software 

Development 

at Hill AFB

Partnerships 

to Enhance 

the Defense 

Ecosystem

ENDURING 

ECONOMIC 

GROWTH

Digital & 

Business 

Transformation 

in Defense 

Sector



The Defense Ecosytem

Partnerships 

to Enhance 

the Defense 

Tech 

Ecosystem

Connects industry, 

government and 

universities to 

accelerate solutions 

for national defense

Assists Hill AFB and 

defense agencies to 

address critical 

needs

Supports

entrepreneurs and 

small businesses 

in delivering 

innovative solutions

Ensures education 

and training 

programs meet 

rapidly evolving 

needs

Private 

Industry

Non-

Profit 

Assoc.Hill 

AFB

Weber 

State 

Univ.

Ogden 

City
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PANELISTS

GUY LETENDRE 

Deputy Director – Utah Advanced Materials & Manufacturing Initiative (UAMMI)

JAMES TAYLOR

Executive Director of Innovation, Commercialization, Sponsored Projects and      

Research – Weber State University

SARA MEESS

Division Manager – Ogden City Economic Development

MODERATOR
DAVID SAWYER

Deputy Division Manager – Ogden City Economic Development
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BREAKOUT GROUPS
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