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• Conclusion / Further Instructions



Historical Context

• Ogden Rises to Economic and Cultural Prominence
• Crossroads of the West / Junction City
• Western Headquarters for UP and CP
• Ogden Standard listed industries:

• Utah Power & Light 4 Canneries
• Five flour mills 2 Steam Laundries
• Largest pipe/tile works 3 Woodwork mills
• 3 machine shops 4 Lumber yards
• General Hospital Largest railroad shipping yards in the West
• Stockyards

Turn of Century – early 1900’s



Historical Context

• Ogden’s Resilience Shines
• Establishment of Defense Depot Ogden
• Establishment of Hill Air Force Base (originally Ogden Air Depot)
• Railroad traffic increased significantly due to World War II
• Hub of government and defense services (Naval Supply Depot, Forest Service)
• Significant government spending
• “You Can’t Go Anywhere without Coming to Ogden”
• Housing shortfall
• 52,000 defense workers in Ogden area (1942)

1930’s – 1940’s



Historical Context

• Growing pains
• Aggressive crime reduction
• Modernization of city services (culinary, streets, sewer)
• Ogden is the Economic Center of Utah

• #1 Airport in the State
• Highest Jobs*
• Lowest Employment %*

• Government reform (city commission to council-manger – first in Utah)
• All other cities in Utah, including SLC, aspired to the economic 

accomplishments of Ogden

*Utah Economic & Business Review – Vol. 20, #3 (March 1960)

1950’s



Historical Context

• Decline and Disinvestment
• Increase in demand for services
• Failure to pivot
• Demolition of valuable buildings – conversion to surface parking
• Too much commercialized vice
• Waning transportation hub
• Emphasis on recreation spending, but without economic support

• Ogden City population decline begins in 1960 while Weber County 
population increases much of that increase went to adjacent communities

• Decline of Ogden’s business district, and the deterioration of many of the 
City’s historic landmarks and buildings

1960 to 1979



Economic Condition
What Happened??!!

“Some assumed the government was a financial wizard or magician, immune 
from natural law, unaffected by economic principles, and was able to make 
something out of nothing. Ogden was trying to catch up with the past, take care of 
the present, and prepare for the future, and nothing short of a long-term, well-
planned program, would accomplish the desired results.”

Elizabeth Tillotson, A History of Ogden, vol. 2, p. 44 (1970)



Present Context

• Ogden Mall
• Ogden LDS Temple
• City Building renovation
• Weber County Complex
• Federal Buildings
• 1st Union Station Renovation
• Union Station Renovation
• Ogden River Parkway
• Park, trails, pools, playgrounds
• Ice Sheet

1980’s to 2000



Present Context

• Historic Restoration
• The Junction
• Extensive Redevelopment
• Trackline
• Federal Buildings
• Intermodal Hub
• Ogden River Parkway
• New Housing
• New Commercial Development (Jobs)

2000 to 2015







Establishing a Vision for 
Ogden’s Future
Ogden holds within its downtown core an assemblage of 
historic, cultural, recreational, and natural assets that are 
unmatched along the Wasatch Front. 

This master plan envisions capitalizing on those assets 
through transformative infill of vacant and underutilized 
parcels to build a thriving Downtown that improves the 
lives of residents and bolsters the City’s financial health 
and prosperity.  

What is MAKE Ogden?































Conclusion
Return Ogden to its original place as Utah’s economic powerhouse
• Identify key redevelopment zones and strategically utilize all unconsolidated, vacant, and 

underutilized land in a targeted and episodic manner

• Identify, preserve, and celebrate historic and cultural assets to capitalize on 
the significance of these one-of-a-kind places

• Accommodate increased traffic, encourage use of public transportation, and improve 
pedestrian circulation while connecting amenities and job centers

• Leverage parks and ecological assets that are in and around the City to create a world-class 
open space and recreation system

• Increase access to services and amenities, such as schools, day care, food, diverse & 
attainable housing, and community centers to enhance quality of life



THANK YOU

Community & Economic Development

801.629.8910

brandoncooper@ogdencity.com

mailto:brandoncooper@ogdencity.com
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